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Imagination to inception

grew up reading the masters - Arthur C

Clarke and Isaac Asimov. There was some-

thing to be said about the sheer believability

of the content. Even if you were studying the
laws of physics in school, these masters of sci-fi
were able to convince you that there were short-
cuts past Einstein’s barriers of Physics. Thus, I
happily went zipping across the universe with
the protagonists in the novel of the week, with
my imagination stoked, but my reasoning mind
firmly planted in reality - thinking, “Hey, this
really could happen in 3000 AD.”

Even today, I re-read a lot of them, so hooked
to every page that I have to play hookie from work
because I was awake all night. I'm also one of those
people who will tell you that good sci-fi books
died along with the two masters, but I digress...

Since people hardly read books anymore,
creativity and imagination is not something
that’s inspired by paper anymore - it’s all video
and images these days. And for most, letting our
imaginations run wild is way more exercise than
we want. We need to touch, feel or experience in
some way...not imagine.

Our regular dosage of oohs and aahs
comes from the movies. It’s hardly imagina-
tion, because you only believe what you see...
but it does captivate us nonetheless. Another
way we find fantasy is in still images - desktop
wallpapers, paintings, comics, etc. However,
the latest fad is the “concept”. Like everything
else before, this concept of “concepts” has been
around for ages already. Sometimes also called
prototypes, the concept first became famous
with the automobile industry.

However, over the years, we seem to tire of the
latest fad - we're already fed-up of the iPad and
the new tablet craze. We’re now busy salivating
over the sleek and dreamy concept gadgets that
designers are only too happy to throw at us. Also,
the days of concept imaging are already behind
us; we expect 3D videos these days!

The Mozilla Seabird is one of the concept
videos that caught everyone’s fancy in late Sep-
tember. For those of you who haven't seen the
video, do a YouTube search and watch it - in 3D.

If the comments on the mozillalabs.com site
are any indication, an actual phone like this one
would sell like hotcakes. I read hundreds of the
1024 comments before it got boring, and all basi-
cally said, “Wow! I want one.”

Although I'll be the first to admit that the con-
cept video is well done, and it definitely is a cool
looking gadget, it’s hardly practical.

A projected keyboard may be cool, but if you
can use it only on a flat surface, why not a foldable,
bendable one? The pico projector also assumes I
would have a dock sitting about in a dark room to
use my phone as a laptop replacement. However, I
think the cloud offers more of a solution there than
a one-stop gadget that tries to be everything, and
just about achieves it. And where exactly would
I project if T were in a taxi, or on one of our over-
cramped flights, with my legs almost pressed-up
against my chest; and God forbid I wanted to have
a meeting outdoors at noon in India!

Of course I have no doubt that if this phone were
released tomorrow, hordes would spend their life
savings to get it. Being practical is so boring isn’t it?

It’s not just about concept gadgets. The same
applies to the “cool” gadgets of today. If you can
afford it (or even if you can’t), you want it; doesn’t
matter if you need it, or if it’s practical.

On my way to work one day, I was on Gtalk
from my phone chatting with a young reader (you
know who you are), who was about to go off to
college, and wanted to spend about Rs. 26K on
an iPod Touch 64 GB.

“Why?” I asked.

“Becauseit’s portable, has a lot of storage, and is
the only device I will own for the next three years.”

“A netbook is portable, has a lot more storage
and will let you get college work done, and you’ll
even have money left over to buy a PMP!”

“Hmm..will think about it...”

Iwonder if he was able to resist the temptation,
and buy smart rather than buy cool. I doubt it,
because I see people buying an iPhone, and never
using it for apps, music or videos; and others
who have bought a BlackBerry, but just to send
SMSes...and to be a BlackBerry Boy.

All it takes is a cool 3D video, and people hap-
pily throw away practicality in favour of spending
big bucks on features they imagine would be cool
to own. We may have lost the ability to use our
imaginations properly, but the manufacturers of
fantasy have certainly managed to master the art
of inception - it’s not as hard as the movie made it
out to be, apparently. El

iwmrﬁtf_@'

“..letting our
imaginations
run wild is way
more exercise
than we want.
We need to
touch, feel or
experience in
some way...
not imagine”
Robert Sovereign-Smith

Executive Editor
editor@thinkdigit.com
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Contact us

Tell us what you feel about Digit

If you have an opinion about anything published in Digit, or about technology
in general, please write to editor@thinkdigit.com or call at

+91-22-678 99 700. For feedback on the magazine and stories, please write
to readersletters@thinkdigit.com

Software on the DVDs
To submit and suggest software or any other type of content, to be included in
the Digit DVDs, write to dvd@thinkdigit.com or call at +91-22-678 99 707

Q&A
,’ If you're having trouble with your PC or a gadget, our experts can help solve
your problems. Just write in to sos@thinkdigit.com. Remember to include full

Q A system configurations in your mails.
Agent001
[ o— Our very own secret agent will give you the low down on what to buy, from

: where, and for how much. Send in all your buying advice questions to the
|- | coolest agent ever. Write to agent001@thinkdigit.com

Help!
For copy-related issues, delivery status, or any other complaints

regarding out service, write to help@thinkdigit.com or call at
+91-22-678 99 678

Subscribe
Want to subscribe to India's largest technology magazine?
SMS: <DIGIT SUB> to 92200 92200 or visit www.thinkdigit.com/subscribe

Product testing
Want your product reviewed by Digit? Contact our Test Center at
testcenter@thinkdigit.com or call at +91-22-678 99 708

News and new product launches
To announce new product launches, and press releases, email us at
pressrelease@thinkdigit.com

Endorsements / reprints
Interested in ordering article reprints, or using our logos? Get the requisite
permissions by contacting us at reprint@thinkdigit.com

Business enquiries
Think we can help you grow your business, or maybe you can help us grow
ours? Get in touch with us at business@thinkdigit.com

Careers
Want to work for Digit? Send us your resume at careers@thinkdigit.com

We want you to put on your thinking

cap and give us solutions to build a

better nation. It's time to give back and
contribute towards building a healthier
ecosystem that benefits from technology.
It's time to act, it's time for action, and not
just words! All you need to do is be part

of it with others, just like you. Share your
experiences and ideas with us. For more
details, visit thinkdigit.com/techkranti

SKOAR!
Expo 2010
ALLLLLRLRLRNRNY

Due to circumstances beyond
our control, the event has been
postponed.

We wish to thank all those who
wrote to us for passes.

We're in the process of
re-scheduling, and we will
make it a priority to inform you
of the new dates and send you
passes

Write to:

editor@thinkdigit.com
for free passes

Interact with Team Digit

facebook

thinkdigit.com/twitter thinkdigit.com/facebook
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Buzz
News and happenings from around
the web

Viewsonic VX2258WM
Viewsonic launches the VX2258WM - a
22-inch touchscreen monitor

= I am regular reader of Digit since last
two years, but now I am a subscriber.

I was really happy to know that Digit
stands amongst the top 10 most read
English magazines in India in the Indian
Readership Survey 2010. I would like to
congratulate the entire team of Digit. I
would request to you please provide some
software about Indian Astrology for my
father, as he is also a reader of magazine.

Tushar

El Thank you for becoming a subscriber to
Digit. Tt is readers like you, who read Digit
month after month, and recommend it to
friends which has kept the Digit magazine
readership higher than any other technology
magazine in the country. With regards to
the Astrology software, we will definitely
discuss it in our edit meets.

Sambhav

54 Tam hungry to learn ethical hacking
but don’t seem to find real and practical
stuff. It came to my knowledge that Digit
had published an edition related to Ethical
Hacking in its June 2010 issue. I am sure
this is the kind of content I am looking
for. I will be greatly obliged, if I can avail
a copy in the PDF format. And if pos-
sible the list of the software which are
extremely essential for Ethical Hacking
and are free of cost.

Jayant Vishaal

El Our Fast Track to Ethical Hacking is your
surest answer to get practical information
on the subject. We give away the PDFs of
older issues in our December and June
issues. You can also buy the hard copy
online at www.thinkdigit.com/cart.php
Nash

=0 According to me, a perfect magazine
should always contain good pictures and
visuals. There must always be a catchy
cover. The covers of the October 2010 and
April 2009 editions were truly unique.

I started reading your magazine in May
2007 and till now I have every edition
preserved well. The issue which really
stands out is the April 2009 one, which
was crafted with passion and hard work.
T also have some thoughts on your World

R.0

THE HARDWARE
¥ DL AVE. .

October 2010

View section. I think that this section
is a breath of fresh air to the magazine,
especially the Timepass section. The new
format of the Bazaar is really wonderful.
Tam not a tech geek or not even gadget
obsessed. I am a student who awaits his
monthly piece of excellence. This is one of
your greatest fans signing off.

Amish Singh

El The very fact that you read Digit
proves that you have a higher tech
quotient than your friends who do not
read it. We are glad that you liked the
new additions we have made to the
magazine in the form of World View and
Bazaar Mini. It really is quite motivating
to know that readers are liking the hard
work being put into the new sections.
Siddharth

= I would prefer reading Fast track

on my screen as it saves money and is
eco-friendly as well. One more sugges-
tion I would like to make is to make the
circuit diagrams easy to understand.
Sometimes, it is not so easy to under-
stand the symbols specially for readers
from non - engineering background. By
the way, the security tool in Toolbox was
awesome. I really loved your DIY special
of June 2010. Looking forward to more
such DIY’s.

If possible, please try to provide the
status of the request of DVD demands of

software. I have suggested software for
the DVD on several occasions, but I do
not get a status update

Vishal Karade

El Thanks for taking the time to send
feedback. We really appreciate it. Apolo-
gies for your previous mails not being
replied to. We will look into the matter.
We will also try and make it easier for
readers to understand circuit diagrams
in the future. Look for the software you
demanded in the November issue of
Digit.

Nash

&< Just when I was thinking of renewing
my subscription which is expiring next
month, i.e, November ‘10, you gave me
another reason for not doing so. I have
been waiting for your reply since a long
time and have now given up. I have been
a Digit subscriber for the past six years,
and have asked for your advice so many
times but have never got any help. I have
mailed you guys many times and that too
from different IDs hoping to get a reply
on at least one, but in vain.

You have constantly been a disappoint-
ment. Some people say “you guys rock”,
but I'd just say “you guys are a rock”.
Words and questions go thrashing on you
and you are not even moved. I do not feel
connected to the Digit family anymore.

I hope you guys don’t reply to my

4| Digit | November 2010 | www.thinkdigit.com
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iPhone trumps BlackBerry
According to researchers at Strategy Analytics, 15.4 million
iPhones were shipped globally compared to only 12.4 million

Blackberries

Quad-SIM phone?
OTECH F1 has come out with a phone that
houses four active SIM cards

question this time too, so I can dis-
continue my subscription without
a second thought. Thanks for (not)
bei ng there when required.
Mohit Khanna

El11 am deeply sorry for the mental agony
you had to go through while composing
this mail. There is nothing more sad-
dening than losing a dedicated reader and
we promise to be more careful hence-
forth. I will look into the matter as to
why your queries went unanswered. It is
our constant endeavor to answer all user
gueries on Agent001. Sometimes, we
have lots of queries but due to space con-
straints we cannot publish all the replies.
But we make sure that whichever user
has mailed us, will get a prompt reply. All
we ask is for one chance to rethink your
decision.

Robert

< I'm an avid fan of Digit. The magazine
is doing some really good work in edu-
cating me in the IT field. I've been reading
Digit for around two years now and I've
gained a lot of knowledge. You have my
thanks.
I have a request and suggestion. With
the computer market rapidly flowing
with many laptop models, particularly
gaming laptops, there is a lot of confusion
amongst people buying laptops. I believe
it is high time for the shoppers to learn
something important, the different range
of graphics cards and processors and
their capability of each model, etc. I hope
you guys do a comparison test on laptops
having GPU’s with the Core i series proc-
essors and premium AMD processors
in the range of entry-level, mid, high and
ultra high levels. I'm sure everyone will
benefit from this.
Also, I want to enquire about the Col-
lector’s edition. How many pages does it
contain?
Isaw an ad about SKOAR EXPO! to be
held for the 22nd-24th Oct 2010 at NSIC
Exhibition centre in New-Delhi. I would
like to get free passes for two, if possible,
for me and my cousin.
Keep up the good work.

David H.Singson

LETTER OF THE MONTH

= I have been a reader of your maga-
zine since the very beginning and in the
past few years I have been an on and off
reader. Recently however I subscribed to
the magazine since it was a way by which
Iwould get and read Digit each month.
However, I have not been happy with

the issues of late as the quality of content
seems to be deteriorating rapidly and
put quite simply, I am finding the content
appalling. I think there has to be a more
stringent editorial process to ensure that
the articles are of good quality.

T will take the case of the September
2010 Issue (Vol 10, Issue 09) Page 61:
Macbook: in Column 3 you say that
‘Apple has implemented a very intel-
ligent feature to switch from integrated
graphics to discrete graphics’. I do not
know who has patented this, but there
are now umpteen notebooks available
with switchable graphics and this is not
an Apple thing. There were a lot more of
these content errors and writing errors.
You should be more careful of typos and
ratings errors.

I really do not like the snippets at the

top as they are a reading distraction -
more like ads on a web page - and it

is quite distracting to read the article
and then suddenly read the snippet

on top while shifting to the next

column.

The World View section is one of the
most interesting pieces of the magazine.
The articles are very interesting and I
only wish that you have many more arti-
cles but shorter ones - limited to a page or
two. For example, the October mag had
just one huge article spanning five pages.
Instead three smaller articles would have
been more fun.

El Thanks for your valuable suggestions.
We will try to cover gaming laptops

in the future. We are working on the
Collector’s edition and you can rest
assured that it will be very special. It
will certainly have many more pages
than a normal issue. Also, it is wonderful
to see your interest in the SKOAR! 2010

Also, I would love following those bit.ly
links that you have put out all over the
magazine. It would be a great idea to have
(all) the links in a dedicated section on
your website, so that I can just log on to
your website and follow the links that I
am interested in.
Also in reviews, it would be nice to sum-
marize the various scores(Cinebench,
DOOM etc.) in a box. That makes it easier
to compare.
Sorry again for being too harsh, but Tam
paying for this magazine and I think I
deserve better in terms of content.
PrashanthK'S

£l We are always open to constructive
criticism and you do not have to be sorry
for pointing out errors. Regarding the
Apple MacBook review, we said that Apple
has implemented the feature in this line of
laptops. We did not say Apple introduced
or came up with this concept. Our testing
process is completely objective and our
reviews reflect a stringent testing process
and its outcome. We will try to be more
careful with typos and ratings errors as
you mentioned.
Snippets in the features section are in con-
text of the article. We try to have snippets
that will arouse your curiosity on the topic
and help you explore the article beyond
what is mentioned in our write ups.
We are glad you liked our World View sec-
tion. We will definitely give a thought to the
suggestion you made about the bit.ly links
and try to have them up on our website.
As for the benchmark scores, we do put
them up on the website. You can find the
links to some of them in the Bazaar sec-
tion.

Nimish

event that was to be held between 22nd
and 24th of October 2010. But due to
circumstances beyond our control, the
event has been postponed.
We're in the process of rescheduling, and
we will make it a priority to inform you of
the new dates and send you passes.
Rossi
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Electric car in India
GM plans to come out with an electric car sometime

next year

Palm Pre 2 arrives

Palm Pre 2 sporting the all new webOS 2.0 operating system from HP,
launched in France and will enter US and Canada markets soon

Microsoft Arc Touch Mouse sends lesser mice
scurrying, plays a fashionable Pied Piper

icrosoft  has

unveiled the

Arc  Touch

Mouse and it’s
just as unconventional as the
first one. The Arc Touch Mouse
moulds itself from curved to
flat, and can be used on nearly
any surface, tracing with its
2.4 GHz Nano transceiver and
Microsoft BlueTrack tech-
nology. The option of the flat
position also makes the Arc
Touch more portable than its
predecessor. Featuring a capac-
itive touch and scroll sensitive
strip, it does away with the

Flexina
week

his video training

course will help you

understand how you

can use Adobe’s Flex
framework to build your own
Rich Internet Applications
(RIA’s). You must be familiar
with basic programming con-
structs and processes and have
a basic knowledge of XML,
HTML and CSS.

The course consists of
videos and exercises organised
into training modules. If you
do get stuck (as all learners are
expected to), the ‘Flex in a week’
forum is also available to help

you out of your jam.
For more information, head
over to http://goo.gl/ugqg3.

mouse wheel, though Microsoft
tried to retain the effect - using
haptic feedback to make little
vibrations and a little speaker
to make little clicks, all to simu-
late the feel of a mouse wheel.

The sleek Arc Touch Mouse
is 15 mm thick and certainly
a fashion statement. It offers
new ways to interact with
the computer, with its touch
and scroll sensitive strip and
haptic feedback. Even the flat
position would have been an
interesting way to control the
mouse, if Microsoft had built
that into the design. The Arc

Touch Mouse apparently
went through 50 prototype
designs to create, and the
consensus over the web is
that while the mouse might
not be just perfect yet, it
does point to anew path for
mice everywhere, leaving
us looking forward to even
more innovative designs
and interface possibilities
in the near future.

The Arc mouse is of course,
wireless - using two AAA bat-
teries for power that lasts six
months on a single charge. It’s
available for pre-order right

<« \

—-——

now for a price of $69.95. The
Arc Touch Mouse ships in
December, and will be broadly
available online and in stores
this January El

Intel's new upgradable
processors yours; for $50

t appears you could
soon be bringing home a
(comparatively) cheaper
computer with an Intel
Pentium G6951 processor,
and be able to upgrade it by
purchasing a $50 (currently
32,291) card. The card comes
with a code which can be used
by the Intel’s Upgrade Applica-
tion to unlock features in your
computer. The upgrade could
double the amount of L3 cache,
and improve HyperThreading
support, doubling the number
of threads, which is a substan-
tial upgrade indeed.
Upgrading hardware is
decidedly more difficult than
upgrading software, which is
one of the reasons why even
hardware devices such as your
CD/DVD ROM drive, mother-
board and many other such
devices, have the firmware.

This means that any bugs
detected in the hardware even
after manufacture can pos-
sibly be fixed by updating the
firmware.

This however is not a new
concept. Processors routinely
come with features such as
entire cores locked, however
this is usually done due to
faulty components rather than
ameans to derive further profit.
Even in these cases, for those
willing to take a risk, there are
means available to unlock and
use the blocked features. If you
buy a copy of Windows Vista or
Windows 7, your disc already
contains all versions from the
lowliest Home Basic to the
Ultimate. However, the ver-
sion installed depends on the
key used during installation,
and is a matter of convenience
for them to be on the same disc.

What Intel is doing has
key differences from the cases
highlighted above. First of all
this is not being done because
of faulty components, and if it
was, $50 is way too much to ask
for adding instability to your
system. Intel has also already
charged you for the hardware
you bought and paid for, recov-
ering the cost and making a
profit. This is like purchasing
a refrigerator with the freezer
compartment locked, and the
key for extra. Even so, the fact
of the matter is, if you had an
option between purchasing
two refrigerators which cost
the same, one without a freezer
and the other locked, you might
find it wiser to invest in the one
with better future prospects.

Anyone want to place a bet
on how long it will take before
this gets hacked? El
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Credit Card 2.0

Citibank will start testing Card 2.0 a new credit and
debit card device that claims to securely link multiple

accounts

391,832

That is the number of secret Iraq War documents that
WikiLeaks has released, which is touted as the biggest military

leak in history

Gaming comes to Tata

Sky and Hungama

ata Sky
and Hun-
gama Dig-
ital Media

Entertainment have po
teamed up again to
bring gaming into your
living room, via the
television. Calling it a
global first, the duo offer
“high-end Java-based gaming”
that’s developed by Hungama
Game Studio, via Tata Sky’s
Actve platform. The two first
teamed up on Actve Mall.
Vikram Mehra, CMO of Tata
Sky, said it was all an effort to
deliver casual gaming to the
130 million TV homes in India,
of which only 10 million own
PCs, and 1 million own gaming
consoles (and, Tata Sky just hit
a subscriber base of 6 million).

The DTH service announced
the value-add can be tried free
by subscribers for a 15 day trial
period before they choose to
invest in the ¥40 for a months
package. The service was soft-
launched almost a fortnight
before its official launch, and
Tata Sky claimed they snagged

Linux

hree MIT profes-

sors and their stu-

dents decided to

undertake research
in multi-core scalability, i.e.,
if you keep increasing the
number of cores, can you make
sure that performance keeps
up?

They found that they could,
but only by modifying the way
the operating system worked,
by addressing “clogged refer-

Ukraine

35,000 Actve Games sub-
scribers, without any adver-
tising.

As for the platform itself,
Tata Sky and Hungama offi-
cially launched it with what
they call a celebrity/sports
game - Yuvraj Singh Cricket
Championship, obviously
connecting it with one of
India’s favourite pass times.
Neeraj Roy, CEO of Hungama
DME, said that they intend
to cater to the entire family,
and deliver around 50 games
over the course of the year,
in various genres. To further
differentiate it from embedded
games on modern televisions,
Hungama Game Studios aims
to provide many new games
every month El

ence counters” that occurred as
they kept scaling up the cores.
Since multi-core systems end
up tasking multiple cores with
calculations that require the
same data set, the data remains
stranded with one or the other
cores during the course of the
calculation. When a core starts
work on the data, it sets a cen-
tral (available to other cores)
counter up, and when it fin-
ishes its task on the data, it sets

OpenOffice forked
as LibreOffice

n order to ramp up the
evolution of OpenOf-
fice.org, community
members have decided
to fork the project and
develop it under an inde-
pendent foundation. For
this purpose they have set
up The Document Founda-
tion which will be driving
the further development of
OpenOffice.org under its new
name LibreOffice.
OpenOffice.org is possibly
the most popular open source
office suite for Windows and
Linux, and has a port avail-
able for Mac OSX as well.
It was mainly developed by
Sun, and used as a base for
their own commercial version
of the suite called StarOffice.
With the recent acquisition of
Sun by Oracle, OpenOffice.
org is now in development

the counter down. The counter
keeps realtime record of which
cores are using the data, and
when the counter resets itself
to zero, the OS then deletes the
data, and frees up the proc-
essor memory for other tasks.

As one keeps increasing
the number of cores however,
what happens is that the data
gets split into ever smaller por-
tions. This results in the cores
“spending so much time ratch-

under Oracle. The Document
Foundation also needs Ora-
cle’s approval before using
the OpenOffice.org brand,
hence the name “LibreOf-
fice,” and in case they do
get Oracle’s approval, it will
simplify matter quite a bit
as the office suite could then
continue to go by its original
familiar name under the new
foundation.
What The
Foundation is aiming to do
is similar to what has hap-
pened with Firefox. Mozilla
Firefox’s past lies in the Net-
scape browser which was
open sourced and developed
by the independent Mozilla
Foundation into what it is
today. Hopefully, LibreOf-
fice will have a similar effect

Document

on Microsoft Office as Firefox
had on Internet Explorer.
Certainly a vendor-inde-
pendent open source office
suite which can challenge the
foothold of Microsoft Office is
beneficial to the open source
community. Hopefully, Oracle
will be kind enough to donate
the OpenOffice.org brand Fl

eting the counter up and down
that they weren’t getting nearly
enough work done.”

All they had to was to
rewrite the Linux code slightly,
instructing each core to keep a
local count that was only peri-
odically synchronized with
the central reference counter,
resulting in much improved
overall performance. Well, to
modify the system, it had to be
open-source (at least legally) El
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Web Watch

Your fix of the latest buzz from the

world of the web

Find your missing partner

Your definitive guide to mobile phone theft

Nokia World 2010: Nokia shows off 3

new SymbianA3 devices

t Nokia World
2010, the Finnish
mobile giant
launched three
new phones - E7, C7, and
C6 (C6-01) - all Symbian*3
devices. If you were hoping to
hearing about MeeGo devices,
you're out of luck for now.
You will be able to see
MeeGo launches only in 2011.
For now, enjoy the Symbian
shower (Nokia N8 included)
with an interface that Nokia
hopes will support the smart-
phone mantle for a while:
“Today our fight back to smart-
phone leadership shifts into
high gear. Despite new com-
petition, Symbian remains the
most widely used smartphone
platform in the world. Our
new family of smartphones
introduced today feature the
all-new Symbian OS, rewritten
to be faster, easier to use, more
efficient and more developer
friendly”. All three phones
will begin shipping “before

the end of the year.” The
Nokia N8, the flagship Sym-
bian*3 device, was the first to
be launched in October. Before
we take alook at the three new
devices, it is important to note
that Nokia is also introducing
a new display called Nokia
ClearBlack Display, or CBD.
Promising better black as
well as superior contrast ratio,
colour and brightness, CBD
is an AMOLED technology
that’s set to compete with the
iPhone 4’s Retina Display, as
well as the Samsung’s Super-
AMOLED screens.

All three phones feature
capacitive touchscreen dis-
plays, 8 MP cameras with dual
LED flash, 720p HD video
recording, 3G HSDPA con-
nectivity, Bluetooth 3.0 with
A2DP, Wi-Fi b/g/n, WebTV
(free digital TV content), and
the innovative USB-on-the-
Go feature, which lets you
directly connect USB flash
drives to the phone.

Videocon goes
Android with Zeus

ideocon has just
launched an
Android 2.1-based
full-touch phone,
the Zeus, and further extended
its portfolio, by introducing
four other phones as well.
Providing full access to the
Android Market, the Videocon
Zeus (V7500) also comes with
a whole bunch of preloaded
applications as well as an 8GB
microSD card, all at a rather
attractive price of ¥12,900. At
that price, you can’t help but

compare it to the LG Optimus
GT540, another Android full-
touch phone that was released
just over amonth ago, priced at
%12,990. The GT540 currently
however is based on Android
1.6, though it will support an
upgrade to Android 2.1.

The Zeus ships with 2.1,
and is powered by a 600 MHz
Qualcomm processor. Other
specifications include a 3.2-
inch multi-touch screen, SMP
camera, Wi-Fi, Bluetooth,
A-GPS, and push mail.

Nokia E7

The Nokia E7 features a full
QWERTY keyboard on a hori-
zontal slider, a 4-inch CBD
AMOLED tilting touchscreen
display with a 640x360 pixel
resolution, 16GB internal
storage, 256 MBRAM, and 1GB
ROM. One of the phone’s USPs
is its ability to create
PowerPoint pres-
entations on the
move. It also fea-
tures an aluminium
body, and bright anodised col-
ours. It will be priced at approxi-
mately €495, or ¥29,552.

Nokia C7

Certainly well-photographed, the
Nokia C7isanentertainmentand
social networking device and fea-
tures a 3.5-inch CBD AMOLED
screen with a resolution of
360x640 pixels, 8GB internal
storage, and stereo FM with FM
transmitter. It will be priced at
approximately €335, or 319999,
and has started shipping.

MarketPlace

Nokia's E7

Nokia C6-01
Representing the lower end of
the new Symbian*3 range, there
is not much difference between
the C7 and the C6-01, except that
ithasasmaller display, featuring
a3.2-inch CBD AMOLED screen
with a 640x360 resolution,
and less internal storage, with
just 340 MB onboard. A 2 GB
microSD card will come bundled
with the phone though. It will be
priced at approximately €260,
or15,523.

now available for
Indians, finally

ndroid has finally
made its way into
international mar-
kets in a big way,
and now offers the ability to
buy apps to users in 18 more
countries, including India -
starting today. So, now you can
log on to the Android Market
with your smartphone, and use
your credit card to purchase
apps via Google Checkout.
Prices are visible in rupees. For

now, no operator bhilling sup-
port has been provided.

Also part of Google’s interna-
tional expansion of the Android
Market is support for paid appli-
cations sales for developers, now
available to 20 more countries,
which unfortunately doesn’t
include India (and Switzer-
land). So, if you're looking to sell
an Android application you've
developed, you'll have to wait a
while longer.
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No more Suggestions?
Google has renamed its popular suggestion
feature to "Autocomplete” as part of their
integration with their Instant search

Fake Alarm!

ZoneAlarm's customers are enraged over a fake
antivirus scare, calling the notification a tactic, and
many of them have opted to uninstall the software

Qualcomm’s plan
for the future

ith all the

news that

came before

this, Qual-

comm’s announcements

almost sound trivial, but, are

sure to make a lot of people

sit up and take notice. One of

the biggest manufacturers of

mobile processors, modems,

and other telecommuni-

cations equipment, Qual-

comm’s processor roadmap

is always studied with much

interest, and its latest, is no
exception.

Qualcomm has announced

it will ship the first devices

featuring the 1.2 GHz

MSM8x60 dual-core Snap-
dragon processor only by Q1
2011, and, devices featuring
the 1.5 GHz QSD8672 dual-
core Snapdragon processor
will ship Q4 2011. The 1.5GHz
dual-core processor was
expected to hit devices by
Christmas this year, so there
has obviously been a hold up
somewhere.

It is truly safe to say
that mobile computing
is becoming faster, more
capable and power efficient,
and the fight to make a proc-
essor that wins on all the
counts - power versus price
versus performance - is on!

Nokia N8 launches,
starts shipping

et to take on the
world’s best smart-
phones and mobile
operating systems,

the N8 represents Nokia’s first
trump card to get back in to
the smartphone game, and
you can be sure a lot of hopes
are invested
"y in it, and
| ] a lot of
crossed
fingers.

Nokia's N8

LG adopts dual-
core Tegra

he NVIDIA Tegra

2 is certainly a very

capable SoC, and

everyone is excited
about the performance and
multi-tasking powerhouse
reaching the masses. While
mobile devices with larger
form factors (such as tablets
and netbooks) have not faced
very serious problems in the
prototype stages, the Tegra 2
processor has made news in the
recent past for plaguing soon-
to-be mass produced handheld
portable devices with power
consumption issues, like the
case of the new Sony PSP and
Notion Ink Adam tablet being
delayed...

All those issues seem to
be a thing of the past, because
LG, amajor player in the global
mobile market, has decided to
adopt the Tegra 2 for its future

The Nokia N8 has been
officially released in India,
and will be on shelves starting
with Nokia Priority Stores,
from tomorrow, October 13th.
Priced at 26,259, the Nokia
N8 represents the Finnish
phone maker’s top smart-
phone model, and paves the
way for the got-a-lot-to-prove
Symbian*3 platform.

If you are dying to
get yourself an N8,

and just can’t rustle
up the bank notes,
then take heart in
knowing that Nokia
is providing an easy-
EMI scheme that
will get you a Nokia
N8 with three equal

smartphones, including the
upcoming Optimus series. This
makes LG the first company
to adopt NVIDIA Tegra 2 on a
large scale.

LG expressed high hopes
from the Optimus series, spe-
cifically with 3D graphics,
hardware acceleration of
online and local Flash content,
and HD video playback up to
1080p.

LG announced that the
first of its Optimus mobiles to
feature the Tegra 2 SoC will
be released this year, and we
presume it would be the LG
C900 WP7. An LG spokes-
person commented on the
bright future of Optimus series
with the NVIDIA Tegra 2: “LG
is committed to making its
Optimus Series smart devices
the de facto standard in speed
and graphics performance.”

monthly instalments, and
zero percent interest.

Apart from the awesome
12MP camera, convenient
USB-on-the-Go, and seamless
720p HD video output, Nokia
is also promoting the N8 as
a platform for a plethora of
applications. Not only will the
N8 have access to a majority of
older apps from the Ovi Store,
it will support the Nokia-
developed and critically-
acclaimed Qt framework. This
will surely see a large number
of developers making apps for
Symbian, and, give them the
flexibility of programming for
the numerous other platforms
that are supported by the Qt
framework.
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Upside down
A great extension if you want to play a prank on your friends.
Tt'll turn web pages upside down! (http://bit.ly/6izZWR4)

12 Must-add Chrome Extensions

Those of us from the geekier
side of life are quite familiar
with improving the function-
ality of a browser via exten-
sions - thanks to good old
Firefox. Chrome added support
for extensions post Version 4
and there has been no looking
back. Here’s a hand picked
selection of Chrome extensions
that will up your productivity,
enhance your browsing experi-
ence and let you have some fun
too. One of the best things about
extensions on Chrome is that
you don’t even need to restart
your browser, so add away.

Sync Book-

marks - Xmarks
http://bit.ly/a207X5
Xmarks used to be (and still is)
one of our most favourite Add-
ons in Firefox. Now available
in Chrome as well, it syncs
your bookmarks across any
computer and even browser.
The extension requires you
to have an account with the
service. Once set up, it will sync
your bookmarks with a cloud
based server. To get back your
bookmarks in the new browser/
computer you're using simply
install the extension again and
enter your login credentials. We
were able to import our book-
marks from Firefox effortlessly.
Hopefully the service will sur-
vive its eminent demise slated
for some time next year.

Improved

scrolling - Au-
toPager Chrome
http://bit.ly/8vU2PJ
Often sites have multiple pages
and it gets quite annoying to
click next at the bottom, doesn’t
it? Well even if it doesn’t why
waste those many precious
calories. AutoPager is that

Chrome extension which will
save you the trouble by auto-
matically loading the next page
of a site inline when you reach
the end of the current page for
infinite scrolling of content. By
default AutoPager works with
a ton of sites including Twitter,
YouTube and most essentially
Google.

Improved

social network-
ing - Facebook for
Google Chrome
http://bit.ly/8kjkAz
Simply put this extension lets
you read your Facebook news
feed and wall, besides which
you can of course post status
updates. The beauty of this
unofficial extension lies in
its simplicity. The extension
sits in your Chrome toolbar
and shows a number for each
unread notification. You have
three buttons for each of the
feeds.
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Facebook for Chrome

Painless Tweet-
ing - Chromed
Bird
http://bit.ly/7i74lr
Until the #NewTwitter rollout
is completed the web interface
of Twitter is nothing to write
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home about. Till then and per-
haps even later, this little birdy
that sits in the browser is all
you need to fulfill your tweeting
needs. It shows up notifications
for various types of events such
as @ mentions or DMs. These
can further be customised. Of
course there’s the ability to post
and a built in URL shortner.

Lookup stuff

instantly - Ap-
ture Highlights
http://bit.ly/bt97yZ

can be right? To use LastPass
you need to create an account
wherein you enter a ‘master
password’. It locally encrypts
all your password data and
sends it to the cloud. The
service is capable of importing
data from different browsers as
well as many password keeping
services such as RoboForm.

This however requires you to
download the LastPass stan-
dalone application found on
www.lastpass.com.

Even smart guys need to
look up a particular word
or phrase from time to
time. This little extension
is a great tool for those
err rare occasions when
you want to look up any-
thing from the meaning
of a word or want to get
more info on it on Wiki-
pedia. Simply highlight a
phrase to get instant access
to Wikipedia, YouTube,
Twitter,and more without

leaving the page! The Apture in action

extension can work well
with another extension that
looks up only word meanings
- Google Dictionary (http://bit.
ly/7pGVi7) - Once installed you
can double-click any word to
view its definition in a small
yellow pop-up bubble.

Password

Management
- LastPass
http://bit.ly/cAUNL4
LastPass is a rightly named
extension. It signifies that
once you install this extension
it is the last password you will
ever have to remember in your
life. Additionally LastPass can
also help you automatically fill
up online forms. We all know
how painful filling online forms

Play music in

your browser -
Last.fm free music
player
http://bit.ly/cOkj7T
Being complete music, junkies
this extension was the most fun
discovery for the Digit Team.
The extension allows you to
play any list of tracks on www.
last.fm directly from your
browser. The list gets loaded
into the extension and you
get various play options such
as repeat, shuffle and volume
control. The reason why it got
all of us giggling like giddy
little school girls is because
ordinarily last.fm gives non-
subscribers only a 30 second
preview of tracks. The exten-
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View documents instantly
The Docs PDF/PowerPoint Viewer (by Google) extension
instantly opens document files in Google Doc Viewer

Android Winamped!
World's favourite desktop media player,Winamp, is now
available in Android Market in beta

Mail Checker Plus & - s mmm——
http://bit.ly/92jBxs S ——

Most of us have our Gmail e s i b g mepes s s mrsecs o
inbox open in one of the tabs

with it. The extension was cre-
ated as part of Google Summer
of Code 2010 by an Indian stu-
dent named Ankit Ahuja. It

sion however picks up track
details and streams it from
alternate sources - full songs
for everyone! The best way to
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use it for discovering tracks is
to play the ‘top tracks’ list or
‘loved tracks’ list of users on
last.fm whose taste matches
yours. If you link your last.
fm account it’ll even scrobble
tracks.

Gesture control
- Mouse Stroke

http://bit.ly/8YWVTN
Those of you who have
migrated to Chrome from
Opera will surely miss using
mouse gestures. The Mouse
Stroke extension adds this
much appreciated functionality
to Chrome. Mouse gestures are
patterns that you need to per-
form while holding down the
right mouse button (usually) to
execute some basic navigation
functions such as going back,
forward, closing tab, scrolling
up/down etc. The extension has
the possibility to add complex
functions through custom ges-
tures that you can program.

Gmail notifica-
tions - Google
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Listen to music with Last.fm

all the time. Still, it becomes
painful to keep shuffling
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between what you're doing s ma fes

currently and checking
mail. This awesome exten-
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mail without ever leaving

the tab you’re currently on. Gmail notifications on Chrome

Click on theicon and you get

a pop-down dialog box which
shows you your latest mail. You
have options to only preview
the mail or expand the entire
message right in the pop-down
window. You can also delete,
archive, spam, star and mark
mailas read. The extension also
displays notifications for new
mail. It’s quite customisable too
- you have options to change
the notification icon, turn off/
onnotification sound, and icon
animation.

Keep track of

tasks - New Tab
to Tasks
http://bit.ly/5Ix8Kv
A simple extension that makes
your New Tab Page display a
listing of your Google Tasks.
This way each time you [Ctrl]
+ [Tab] you see an in-your-
face update on where you stand
with your to-do list. If you don’t
like tasks displayed in a new
tab and would like a pop-out
format try the Google Tasks
extension instead (http://bit.
ly/53C2XY).

Emulate IE - IE

Tab
http://bit.ly/91sBeC
Emulate IE? If you're won-
dering why someone would
do that, you're not alone. After
all IE is the most popular
browser to download other
browsers from. This is more
of a developer extension but

can come in ha